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their food, dress, dwellings, sleeping accommoda-
tions, and manner of travel. The roving Barbarians,
before knowing the French, lived solely by hunting
or fishing, and, through necessity, fasted more than
half the year — having no notion of Economy, and
frequently lacking the means of preserving game or
fish a long time, when1 these abounded, as they had
no salt; while the smoke which they used in place
of salt, was not adequate for preserving provisions a
long time; whence they frequently died of hunger, or
sometimes inflicted death out of pity. But, since they
have had commerce with the French, those who are
situated near the sea have, by the exchange of their
Beaver skins, provisions for some part of the Year.

But the Hurons and other Peoples distant from the
sea, who are sedentary, hunt only for pleasure, or
on extraordinary occasions; yet they have neither
bread, nor wine, nor salt, nor meat, nor vegetables,
nor any other food usual in Europe. They content
themselves with Turkish corn cooked in pure water,
or seasoned, when possible, with some fish or meat,
fresh or smoked, without any use of salt or other
condiment; and with this grain are sown the fields
which [9] they cultivate. After our arrival, they
also planted there beans, both large and small. The
men's clothing is light, but-—-excepting a certain
nation made up of a few Algonquins — all cover at
least that which decency demands; but the women
are much more covered,—the Huron women, even
in the house, at least from the waist to the knee; the
Algonquin women, more than the most religious
women in Europe. These garments are commonly
of skins of various kinds of animals, sewed together,
in size, five or six palms square;31 and they serve as


